
GEO2200: Dynamic Planet Earth  

I. General Information 

Class Meetings 

• Spring 2023 
• MWF 09:35-10:25 (CSE E220)  

Instructor 

• Dr. Johanna Engström 
• Office: Geography Department, Turlington Hall 3206 
• Office hours: Mondays 10:30-11:30, Thursdays 10-12, and by appointment 
• Email: joem@ufl.edu  

Course Description 
This is a study of some of the basic elements of the physical world in which climates, 
meteorology, and landforms are examined in terms of their natural occurrences, distribution and 
interrelationships. The class meets the General Education requirements of a Physical Science.  

Course Objectives 

• To understand the nature of solar energy reaching the surface of the Earth, and its temporal and 
global variability.  
• To understand how the interactions of oceans, continents and atmosphere transfer energy from 
places experiencing excess energy to those of deficit energy, and how these give rise to the 
typical climate of a location.  
• To understand the nature and origin of energy arriving at the surface of the Earth from within 
the planet, the mechanisms of this energy transfer, and their global distribution.  
• To understand the processes by which the competing forces of energy derived from the climate 
system and those from within the Earth interact to produce typical landscapes.  
• To indicate the ways in which all of the above impinge upon human behavior and our 
interaction with our environment. 

Required Readings 
Exploring Physical Geography (3rd edition) ISBN10: 1260364992 | ISBN13: 9781260364996 
By Stephen Reynolds, Robert Rohli, Julia Johnson, Peter Waylen, Mark Francek (2021).  
 
Earlier editions of this text are also acceptable. 
 
 

mailto:joem@ufl.edu
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II. Graded Work 

Description of Graded Work 

• Weekly Canvas homeworks: 25% 
o Due Friday every week 

• In-class labs: 25% 
• Exams: 50% 

o Feb 10th  
o March 10th  
o April 26th <-last day of class 

 
Exams 
The three exams are completed during the normal class meeting time and constitutes 50% of the 
final grade. The exams are made up of a combination of multiple choice and short answer 
questions. If students for whatever reason miss an exam, they get the opportunity to make-up the 
exam on April 28th, 2023. 
 
Late submissions 
Course work submitted late without valid reason 
(https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx) will receive a grade 
penalty of -10% per day. 

Grading Scale 
For information on how UF assigns grade points, visit: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-
regulations/grades-grading-policies/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Required Policies 
 
Attendance Policy 
Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this 
course are consistent with university policies that can be found at: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx 

A 94 – 100%   C 74 – 76% 
A- 90 – 93%  C- 70 – 73% 
B+ 87 – 89%  D+ 67 – 69% 
B 84 – 86%  D 64 – 66% 
B- 80 – 83%  D- 60 – 63% 
C+ 77 – 79%  E <60 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/attendance.aspx
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Students Requiring Accommodation 
Students with disabilities who experience learning barriers and would like to request academic 
accommodations should connect with the disability Resource Center by visiting 
https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/. It is important for students to share their 
accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as possible in 
the semester. 

UF Evaluations Process 
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of 
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on 
how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at 
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will be notified when the evaluation period 
opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their 
Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course 
evaluation results are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/. 

University Honesty Policy  
UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the members of the University 
of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the highest standards of honor 
and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code. On all work submitted for credit by students at the 
University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On my honor, I have 
neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor Code 
(https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/ ) specifies a number of 
behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are 
obligated to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor or TAs in this class.  

Counseling and Wellness Center 
Contact information for the Counseling and Wellness Center: 
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx , 352-392-1575; and the University Police 
Department: 352-392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.  

The Writing Studio  
The writing studio is committed to helping University of Florida students meet their academic 
and professional goals by becoming better writers. Visit the writing studio online at 
http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ or in 2215 Turlington Hall for one-on-one consultations and 
workshops. 

In-Class Recordings  

Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which 
these recordings may be used are strictly controlled. The only allowable purposes are (1) for 
personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence 

https://disability.ufl.edu/students/get-started/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx
http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
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in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. All other purposes are prohibited. 
Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of the 
instructor. 

A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students 
about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the 
presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest 
instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. A class lecture does not include lab sessions, 
student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving 
solely student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations 
between students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class 
session. 

Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, 
transmit, circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, 
to another person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class 
section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is 
posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to 
social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third party note/tutoring services. A student 
who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action 
instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 
Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code. 
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